B”SD
At the beginning of the Friday night Kiddush our husband’s say a small phrase that you may or may not have paid attention to, and that is that the Friday night meal is the meal of the holy  “Chakal Tapuchin”.
The foot note for Chakal Tapuchin”  explains that this is a kabbalistic term for various manifestations  of the  Schinah (G-d’s  presence in the world).  In actual fact the words literally means ” an apple orchard”.
What is the history or background to this Holy Apple Orchard??
We learn that after Adam and Chava ate from the Tree of knowledge… the Eitz ha Daas.. not only were they sent out of Gan Eden, but  their relationship suffered terribly too… The Medrash explains that they were separated,  inconsolable for 130 years..  each standing alone in a river of water that reached up to their necks.. refusing intimacy and refusing to eat or  speak to one another…. So began the exile of “Daas”.. from which we still suffer. “Daas”  means  knowledge, but not only intellectual knowledge; Adam “knew”   Chava,  so it also means intimacy. In this exile of  “Daas” ,not only do we suffer from intellectual confusion, but our capacity to achieve intimacy has also suffered.In this exile of “Daas”   good and bad are not really clear to us for all good has evil mixed in and all evil has good mixed in.. confusing our perceptions and making judgments of what is really good and  bad confused. For example Israel can be perceived by the world as an oppressor of human rights and a “bad guy” and Libya had a seat on the council for Human Rights at the UN.
 In a personal way, what does this exile look like?
Exile from clear or true Knowledge” of self,  exile from  clear or true  knowledge of the other and exile from clear or true knowledge of Hashem.
You see eating from that tree of knowledge was more complicated than maybe it seems… they did not get clear knowledge from this act of eating.. what Adam and Chava bequeathed to us was confused.. subjective knowledge which really alienated us from the clear picture and makes it harder for us to see truth and to see who we, the other and Hashem really are .Its an exile of “Intimacy”. It’s an exile of Daas”.
What happened in Egypt?
Men and women found it very difficult to stay connected. All the hard work, busy schedules and basic enslavement was very damaging to the “intimacy” between husband and wife. In fact it looked so bad that it was potentially the end of the Jewish people.. even  Amram divorced Yochevet….
And then what happened?
Miriam intervened , her hope, emunah and prophetic vision inspired Amram to remarry Yochevet and then she inspired the women with her vision of Redemption.  She empowered the woman to re-engage their husbands and they initiated intimacy in the fields where their husbands were working. We learn that the wife’s would bring their husbands  pic-nic baskets of food and suggest private places where they could be intimate..  where they could re-establish “Daas”. They would say” Come let’s climb to the other side of these sand dunes. It may be cooler there and who knows, we may enjoy a moment’s privacy.”
In those places.. in the fields where the wives re-engaged their husbands into relationship, Hashem rewarded them with a gift of comfort and additional privacy… he made instant apple trees grow that shielded and protected them.., their drooping blossom-laden branches providing additional privacy. He created an Apple Orchard in response to their efforts!  It says in Shir-ha Shirim..”   "Under the apple tree I aroused you; there your mother labored to give birth to you; there she that bore you was born." (8.5). This place.. to where the women went, to risk rejection, to risk being misunderstood, to risk being laughed at.. where  they went to create intimacy with their husbands.. this place became the HOLY APPLE ORCHARD, the “CHAKAL TAPUCHIM”  a place whose name also means the SCHINAH,.. a name referring to the revelation of Hashem’s Holy  Presence.
How holy were those efforts of the women to achieve intimacy.. it was here that the pain of the separation of Adam and Chava was finally healed and fixed… this is what got us out of Mitzraim, the efforts made to truly know and connect to the other!
May we get out of our exile of Daat.. and truly come to know Hashem, our spouses  (the others in our lives  ) and  the nature of our  own true holy selves!
When we make the Charoset.. using Apples and walnuts, there is a custom among some to recall that pasuk from Shir ha Shirim remembering the HOLY APPLE ORCHARD.
Have a beautiful, meaningful and intimate Yom Tov.
May we all  have true knowledge of ourselves, our spouses, our significant family members and true knowledge of Hashem!
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